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Letters to the editor* 
Reason for Hope 
I app rec i a t ed the viewpoints you 
selected for the readers of the Visitor in 
relation to the food crisis. The reading of 
all these viewpoints certainly leads to what 
Harnden ["Facing Facts"] in the May 25 
issue says is a complex problem. It is, in-
deed, complex and lends itself to no simple 
solution. 
1 especially appreciated the emphasis 
Book ["Can the World Be Fed?"] placed 
on the technology advancement in agricul-
ture [May 25]. Perhaps more ought to be 
said on the positive advancement that this 
contribution has made in being translated 
into meeting the needs of the world's 
people in the food crisis, lest our very con-
cern lead us to overthrow the methods that 
have already begun to operate. The posi-
tive aspect of translating the technology 
into use by the MCC and Peace Corps has 
been stated well. The increase in U.S. farm 
exports was not. The fact that food 
production is growing faster than popu-
lation on a worldwide scale since 1962 was 
given by Harnden. This was made pos-
sible not only by the developing countries 
learning to produce more but by our own 
country expanding trade worldwide by 
78% increase in agricultural exports in the 
period 1960-1972; and an additional in-
crease of 164% in the two years 1973-74. 
While our donations and aid to develop-
ing countries have held steady at about 
$1,000,000,000 per year, the balance of 
farm trade (farm exports over farm im-
ports) multiplied over 23 times in a 15 year 
period. ($510,000,000 in 1960 and $11,-
800,000,000 in 1974). This has enabled the 
farmers in our own country to continue to 
expand and use the advanced technology 
already made. An increase of 40,000,000 
acres of land has been put into crop use in 
the two year period 1973-74. More is avail-
able in our country and others if the 
product could be translated to the area of 
need. Thus, even though grain reserves 
have gone down, the forces for more pro-
duction have already begun to operate. 
The government has almost eliminated 
subsidy payments and the developing 
countries are getting more food from our 
exports while their own productive forces 
are put in operation. 
The change that has taken place in 
opening up the channels of trade will need 
to be pursued urgently. It may result in a 
return to a higher percentage of our in-
come in this country going for food and a 
willingness on the consumers' part to pay 
higher food prices. It may even change our 
lifestyle. As Christians maybe we ought to 
call waste and overindulgence a sin. 
In view of the Moderator's message to 
General Conference on "Sharing Our Re-
sources" perhaps one of the things we 
should "not let undone" is take a look at 
the recent past in opening up world trade 
and give thanks that on a worldwide basis per capita food production has been in-
creasing even though it has been slow; and 
that there is cause to have faith that a 
Christ-oriented lifestyle may still have a 
message for us today. 
Roy W. Zook 
Elizabethtown, Pa. 
P.S.: The statistical source of this letter is the Universal Standard Encyclopedia 
published by Funk & Wagnalls. 
Base Too Narrow 
I am writing with regard to the article 
"Facing Facts" in the May 25 edition of the Evangelical Visitor. I do not under-
stand the narrow base of attack for the 
best use of the food resources in this 
country. 
Are there not also millions of tons of 
grain used in the production of alcoholic 
beverages? The result of this product is 
needless slaughter on our highways, 
broken homes and ruined lives, as well as 
much food resource wasted that could be 
used to feed starving people. 
I cannot find respect for anyone who 
attacks an honest industry as emotionally 
as Mr. Harnden singled out the beef or 
meat growing industry while ignoring 
other and larger misuse of grains and 
fruits. Perhaps we should again work for 
"Prohibition" — this time to feed a hun-
gry world. Perhaps we should take a hard 
look at all wastefulness in America. I de-
plore singling out and attacking only one 
small segment of a huge problem. 
Lois M. Kipe 
Waynesboro, Pa. 
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Editorial 
The Spirit of '76 
I t IS Friday afternoon, July 9. General Conference 
closed yesterday at noon. 
I am now seated in the library of the Upland Church. 
Yesterday afternoon and evening and again this morning 
the General Conference Program Committee has been 
reflecting on the conference just past and planning for the 
one to come — the 200th Anniversary Conference to be 
held at Messiah College in July, 1978. So I am mindful of 
conferences past and future. 
This will not be an editorial in the traditional sense. It 
will be a reflection on the second biennial conference — the 
104th General Conference. 
The fear that the change to a biennial conference would 
cause interest to wane and attendance to decrease has not 
as yet materialized. In fact, I believe that the experience of 
two biennial conferences indicates the opposite. Families 
are building attendance at General Conference into their 
vacation plans. I predict this will certainly be true again in 
1978. 
Conference programming has taken into account the 
family characteristic of conference. The children's pro-
gram and the youth activities were extremely well planned. 
In spite of family efforts to economize on food and hous-
ing costs, family travel is expensive. It is doubtful if a con-
ference-vacation could be placed in a family budget each 
year. Even if this were possible there would be interest in 
experiences not easily tied to attendance at conference and 
a choice would need to be made. 
There was an outstanding spirit in this conference. Now, 
I suppose VISITOR editors have said that following Gen-
eral Conferences for many years. No doubt their observa-
tions were justified. But I would be remiss if I did not high-
light this aspect of our being together. 
This spirit was sensed early in the conference. The Gen-
eral Conference Program Committee has done the 
brotherhood a great service in planning a service of Feet 
Washing and Communion early in the conference. I was 
impressed with the high degree of participation in the Feet 
Washing Service. I believe that this practice is taking on 
new significance in our brotherhood. Instead of being 
scheduled at an odd hour as in past years, it is now an 
integral part of the General Conference Communion 
Service. In this we are biblical. 
This spirit established in the Saturday evening service, 
was reflected in all phases of the conference. In the discus-
sion of issues on which feelings and convictions ran deep, 
we were truly brethren and sisters in Christ. The 
moderator commended the conference for the high level of 
Christian consideration evidenced during discussions when 
the differences were obvious. 
It was a young conference. This statement, no doubt, 
says something about the editor. But it says just as much 
about the conference. The younger pastors and laymen set 
the tone and direction of the conference. It would be of 
interest to know the average age of the voting members of 
the conference body. 
I feel very good about this. There were times when I 
voted with the minority. But I feel excited about the direc-
tion the church is taking and confident of the future. These 
brethren and sisters are biblical. They are Brethren in 
Christ. They feel good about the church. There is a whole-
ness to their theology and a depth to their commitment. 
The unity I felt impressed me. This was not only ex-
pressed across lines traditionally described as "liberal" 
and "conservative." It was reflected across the age span. 
The "Bike-Hikers" brought their testimonies to the con-
ference body and received a standing ovation. Those 
responsible for administering this cross-country hike 
described the youth in superlative terms. We were all very 
proud and very thankful. 
It is now the biennium leading up to the 200th Anniver-
sary Conference. Bishop R. Donald Shafer was elected 
Moderator for the 1976-1978 Biennium. In a new pattern 
which called for the election of the Assistant Moderator at 
the close of a conference to also serve for the biennium, 
Glenn Ginder, associate pastor of the Upland congre-
gation, was elected. 
These next two years can be very meaningful years in 
our life together and in our mission to others. These two go 
hand in hand. In one of the sessions of the conference four 
individuals, who came to the Brethren in Christ from out-
side the fellowship, were asked what brought them to the 
Brethren in Christ. It was not the Anabaptist-Wesleyan 
theology or beautiful buildings or great preaching. What 
brought them and kept them was the feeling of love and 
concern they felt within the congregation. 
May it continue to be so. 
Sider Authors Two Books 
W E AS A church are indebted to Dr. E. Morris Sider, 
Messiah College, for recovering for us aspects of our his-
tory. In two books, diverse in subject matter but similar in 
interest, he has written the story of Upland College and the 
account of the Saxton revival. 
On the back page of this issue Dr. Daniel Chamberlain 
has reviewed Dr. Sider's latest book, Fire in the Moun-
tains. This is the account of a revival that moved through 
the mountain area of central Pennsylvania in the 1930's 
centering around Saxton. 
Dr. Sider has added another chapter to the history of the 
Brethren in Christ in his history of Upland College. This 
history entitled A Vision for Service was released at Gen-
eral Conference. 
He is presently working on a book of biographical 
sketches of Brethren in Christ personages. 
Fire in the Mountains will be released in time for the 
August campmeetings. It will also be available through the 
Christian Light Bookstores. A Vision for Service may be 
purchased from the Messiah-Upland Alumni Associ-
ation, Messiah College, Grantham, Pa. 
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LET'S TALK ABOUT MONEY 
Jesus did . . . the Bible does . . . and so should we! 
WHILE a missionary in Africa, I 
wrote checks for thousands of dollars 
which the Brethren in Christ Board for 
Missions had sent, and for millions of 
dollars which the local governments 
provided for our programs. I wit-
nessed money-bought evangelistic 
tools helping people decide for Christ 
and strengthening believers. I saw God 
supply the financial needs of mission-
ary and national workers in marvelous 
and unexpected ways. But when arriv-
ing home for furlough, I informed our 
mission executives the one thing I 
didn't want to talk about in the 
churches was money. Because of my 
dearth of biblical knowledge, it 
seemed to me at the time that money 
was a very unspiritual topic. 
As one involved in financial plan-
ning for our local congregation, I find 
many people very reluctant to speak 
about finances. As they see it, sincere 
Christians just don't talk about God 
and money at the same time. Ap-
parently many who love the Lord feel 
quite sincerely that they should have 
no interest in money. And even those 
who think about it and worry about it 
feel that money is an unworthy topic 
of conversation. Why is this so? This is 
a subject which Jesus used often, and 
which occurs frequently throughout 
the Bible. 
Jesus had more to say about our 
relationship to material possessions 
than any other subject. He gave more 
time to this than He gave to teaching 
about the new birth, prayer, faith, or 
the future life. Someone who analyzed 
Jesus' teachings as recorded in the 
New Testament found that fully 50% 
of Jesus' teachings relate to our use of 
material possessions. In other words, 
He talked as much about this as all the 
other important subjects combined! 
Nineteen of His 38 parables concern 
money, property, and man's relation-
ship to them. 
But teaching about money is found 
not only in words attributed to Jesus. 
One writer discovered that one verse in 
every five in the New Testament re-
The writer is Chairman of the Department of Business, Messiah College; Treasurer of the denomination's Ministers Pension Fund; mem-ber of the Board of Directors, Jacob Engle Foundation; and Chairman of the local congre-gation's stewardship commission. He is a Certi-fied Public Accountant. He, with his wife, Anna Ruth, spent 15 years with the Brethren in Christ Church in Africa. 
Don Zook 
lates to it.1 There are more than 1,000 
passages in the Bible concerning per-
sonal prosperity. Julius Crawford dis-
covered 1,565 Bible verses on the 
subject of giving alone!2 
Probably one reason why Jesus 
talked so much about money is be-
cause it occupied people's thoughts. 
He was sensitive to their concerns, 
their hopes, and their aspirations. 
Most of the people to whom Jesus 
related were poor. Money was im-
portant for their very existence, as 
they didn't have the safeguards against 
starvation which social programs pro-
vide today. Jesus' friends also lived 
under foreign rule, and didn't have 
much chance for self-actualization by 
getting elected to positions of promi-
nence and power. Accumulat ing 
wealth probably provided some oppor-
tunity for self-identity which they 
could not attain otherwise. 
If Jesus were living in the flesh in 
North America today, He probably 
would talk less about obtaining money 
for the necessities of life. It isn't as 
crucial to our very existence as it was 
in His day, and therefore probably 
doesn't demand as much of our time 
and energy. 
Yet money does occupy a significant 
part of our thoughts, and in many 
cases is important to our self-esteem. 
Industrial pyschologists tell us we 
often measure our real worth by the 
salary we earn. There is evidence to 
indicate that this is true even among 
many who are employed in full-time 
Christian service. So it is quite likely 
that money still would be a frequent 
sermon topic if Jesus were speaking to 
us in our setting today. 
Why are we so reticent to talk about 
God's helping us in money matters? 
Are we afraid that some will feel we 
are bragging? The way to overcome 
this is not to keep silence — but to 
carefully phrase our testimony so the 
Lord receives the honor. We are not 
reluctant to praise God when we ex-
perience physical healings. Praising 
Him for financial blessings may com-
municate even more effectively His 
power and goodness, as more of our 
contemporaries have financial con-
cerns similar to ours than have our 
particular kind of physical infirmity. 
Are we concerned our testimony 
about God's supplying financial help 
will make others feel we have more 
than we need, and make us targets for 
handout requests? If so, we should be 
careful to include in our testimony 
how God led us to use the extra 
finances, particularly in helping those 
who don't have the economic oppor-
tunities which we in North America 
possess. 
Or is it possible that we don't talk 
about God supplying money needs be-
cause this is one area where we feel we 
don't need God's help? We come from 
a heritage where hard work has been 
praised as a virtue, and where receiv-
ing financial assistance has almost 
been considered dishonorable. We 
have been taught that if we try hard 
enough we shouldn't need financial 
help. Perhaps we have mastered this 
lesson so well that — either con-
sciously or unconsciously — we have 
"learned" to depend on no one — 
either man or God. This may be stat-
ing the case too strongly. Even though 
we don't really believe we are in-
dependent of God in financial matters, 
our reluctance to praise Him for sup-
plying financial needs may project the 
image that here is one area of our life 
where we feel we can take care of our-
selves. 
The biblical imperative demands 
that we share the good news when God 
helps us in various areas. The lepers in 
Elisha's day were so excited about 
finding God's provisions in food, 
clothing, silver and gold they started 
to consume as much as they could, and 
to hide the remainder. But God 
wouldn't permit them to keep their 
secret. Soon they said to one another, 
"We do not well: this day is a day of 
good tidings, and we hold our peace: if 
we tarry . . . some mischief will come 
upon us; now therefore come, that we 
may go and tell. . ." (II Kings 7:1-11). 
Some time ago the editor of the 
Evangelical Visitor informed us that 
revivals in local congregations occur 
as members are challenged to make 
financial commitments. I have heard a 
few interest ing incidents in our 
brotherhood of God helping supply 
additional income when His people re-
sponded to a challenge to put Him first 
in finances as well as the other areas of 
their lives. 
One younger member of the congre-
to page eleven 
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A Brethren in Christ Vision 
TODAY the Brethren in Christ 
Church is in the middle of a decade 
which offers potential realization of 
much of the Brethren in Christ vision. 
The likelihood of the Brethren making 
a significant impact upon the world in 
terms of their beliefs and goals is be-
coming increasingly probable. Along 
with this increasing potential come 
several serious problems which must 
be resolved. With the legalism of the 
1940's and the transition of the 1950's 
and 1960's behind them, the Brethren 
are seemingly on the threshold of a 
new era in their church history. New 
leaders are emerging, evangelism is 
bringing former "outs iders" into 
fellowship and eventual membership, 
and many are reappra is ing the 
church's past. These circumstances 
bring a healthy openness and zeal into 
the church. What problems must be 
resolved and what will be the ac-
complishments of the Brethren in the 
future? 
Several problem areas stand out 
which require deliberate action if the 
Brethren are to receive a wholesome 
response to their message. There is a 
necessity for the Brethren to maintain 
a solidarity among themselves. The 
effects of secularization on the church 
must be considered, evaluated, and 
acted on. Brethren in Christ history 
must be studied and evaluated. Also, 
the theological beliefs of the church 
must be reappraised and taught more 
than they are at present. 
Prior to this decade the Brethren 
have had several factors which have 
contributed to their cohesiveness and 
have helped them to identify with each 
other and with the church. Blood rela-
tionships, a separatist theological 
background, church schools, and a 
church periodical are among these 
factors. As the brotherhood increases 
in size and the membership fruits of 
evangelism enter into fellowship, the 
old family ties of the church are 
diminishing. The in ter -denomi-
national associations of which the 
church has become a part in the last 
thirty years are removing its former 
separatist tendencies. Messiah Col-
lege, which once had a high percent-
i l e writer, a student at Messiah College, wrote 
this perceptive and positive article as an assign-
ment in a course entitled "Brethren in Christ 
Life and Thought," taught by Dr. Carlton O. 
Wittlinger. Keith is a member of the Pleasant 
Hill, Ohio, congregation. 
Keith Heise 
age of Brethren in Christ students, 
now has only a minority of students of 
Brethren in Christ background. The 
church periodical now shares its posi-
tion on the magazine racks of homes 
with many other periodicals — both 
secular and Christian publications. 
What must be done to bring the 
church into close unity? It seems clear 
that the old senses and sources of 
identity and solidarity are becoming 
defunct — possibly this is a healthy 
thing — but some new methods of 
maintaining feelings of unity and be-
longing must be sought. It may be that 
the new Sunday school curriculum, 
youth camps, camp meetings, and 
biennial General Conferences will fill 
this need. In any case, a deliberate 
openness and the showing of love to-
wards each other in the fellowship 
(both old and new Brethren) is of vital 
necessity, to obtaining the oneness the 
church needs. 
The secularization of modern socie-
ty has in many ways plagued the 
Brethren. The doctrine of the separate 
visible church has suffered. Many are 
now viewing the Bible more as a book 
for inspiration and less as a handbook 
for living as did the Brethren of years 
past. In some ways it seems as though 
the Bible does not carry the authority 
it once did. Subjectivism, individual-
ism, and pluralism have had an influ-
ence on many congregations as con-
troversial issues and doctrines are 
side-stepped to preserve the right of 
the individual to believe as he wishes. 
The dress of the Brethren has become 
increasingly like that of the world. 
Brethren in Christ doctrine has long 
supported separation of the kingdoms 
of the world and the kingdom of 
Christ, but recently it seems that 
identifying just where and what the 
world is has been a problem. No easy 
answers exist as to which of these 
secular and cultural influences are to 
be embraced and which are to be 
shunned, but evaluation and action are 
necessary. 
Some of the older Brethren have 
been accused of clinging to the past 
and not facing up to a changing world. 
On the other hand, some of the 
younger generation have embraced 
change almost too readily. The result 
has been a divided people with some 
living in the past, while others are 
denying it. There exists a need for the 
Brethren to examine their past criti-
cally in an effort to learn from their 
mistakes and successes. 
A recent movement has begun in the 
church, which endeavors to study and 
evaluate Brethren in Christ history. 
The Brethren in Christ Heritage Series 
evidences this. The original and pre-
sent Brethren in Christ visions should 
be looked at from a historical per-
spective to enlighten the church as to 
its role in the world and its purposes 
for existing. By comparing where the 
church is now and has been in the past 
with the New Testament teachings on 
the church, the Brethren can put them-
selves in a better position to discover 
those things which should be sought in 
order to become more effective in 
carrying out Chr i s t ' s command-
ments. 
Many of the younger Brethren who 
grew up during the transition period of 
the 1950's and 1960's have trouble 
finding and understanding what the 
Brethren believe theologically. The 
church manual is neither all inclusive 
nor is it clear on many of the current 
confrontations one encounters. Basic 
uniformity of belief is necessary if the 
church is to minister to its members. 
Many do not understand the doctrine 
of sanctification, and even fewer 
testify to the experience. Many do not 
realize that the most recent manual in-
cludes nothing on the visible church. 
What does this absence imply? A theo-
logical reaffirmation seems to be in 
order. First the Brethren must be-
come convinced of the theological ac-
curacy of their beliefs, and then the 
teaching of this theology must be 
pursued. 
The ways in which the Brethren in 
Christ handle the above situations, 
conditions and problems will directly 
affect their future potential. The 
church is presently in a most desirable 
position to minister to both the world 
and to its members. Its association 
with other church denominations gives 
it an excellent opportunity to express 
its peace stand. The mission program 
has been and is influencing several 
Third World countries in a day when 
nationalistic independence is being 
sought. The church is not perfect and 
no doubt there will be mistakes in the 
future, but by following the leader-
ship of Christ and uniting together the 
Brethren vision can be defined and 
achieved. 
July 25,1976 5 
Reflections and Questions 
Debbi Sisco 
O N A recent weekend, fifty women and men from the 
United States and Canada gathered in Lombard, Illinois, 
to focus on the topic "Women in Ministry." Singles, mar-
rieds, mothers, fathers, grandmothers, grandfathers came 
to listen, to question, to talk, to brainstorm, and to be en-
couraged. 
For me the time was wisely spent as I experienced anew 
the Good News of Jesus Christ. When Nancy Hardesty 
(co-author of All We're Meant To Be) addressed our 
group we were reminded that the Bible does not instruct us 
on how to be masculine or feminine. Our goal as Chris-
tians should rather be to know the fullness of Christ, to be-
come mature, whole persons. Becoming whole embodies 
the entire realm of human characteristics without stereo-
typing specific traits as either masculine or feminine. 
An example of this idea of "wholeness" can be found in 
Galatians 5:22-23 where Paul writes, "But the harvest of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
fidelity, gentleness, and self-control. Other examples can 
be found in Romans 12:9-21; Ephesians 6:10-18; and I 
Corinthians 9:24-27. Are we to believe that these qualities 
are limited to one sex or the other, or are they expected of 
all Christians? 
Dr. Robert Neff, professor at Bethany Theological 
Seminary, called our attention to Romans 12:3-8, 10. Here 
we are instructed to "never think too highly of yourself; 
but think your way to a sober estimate based on the 
measure of faith that God has dealt to each of you. For 
just as a single human body . . . so all of us, united with 
Christ form one body, serving individually as limbs and 
organs to one another." The emphasis here is on unity and 
corporateness in relation to the sharing of our varied gifts. 
We need each other to help name our individual gifts and 
to share them together in Christian service. Dr. Neff 
pointed out that the Spirit does not discriminate in the gift 
giving process and we cannot therefore classify any gift as 
strictly masculine or feminine. 
Women especially need help in the gift discernment 
process. We would like to be encouraged to be more than 
mothers and housewives. We would like to experience in a 
broader sense what knowing the fullness of Christ means. 
We would appreciate the opportunity and encouragement 
to develop our gifts, and along with that, the opportunity 
to share them in meaningful ways. Many of us who are 
studying and training have had the opportunity to develop 
our gifts but we face the question. Once we are called and 
equipped to serve, will the church have us? In concluding 
our discussion on gifts, one mature and wise sister para-
phrased a familiar verse for us: "Man cannot live by bread 
alone and woman cannot live by baking bread alone." 
Without a doubt the greatest obstacle to having women 
serve in leadership capacities in the church was believed to 
be biblical interpretation. Ms. Hardesty offerred sound, 
scholarly answers to the questions of headship and male 
superiority. 
The writer with her husband Richard are students at the Associated Men-
nonite Biblical Seminaries. 
First she pointed out that our interpretation of the New 
Testament has been greatly influenced by an authoritar-
ian, hierarchical perspective passed on to us from Plato. 
Because of this authoritarian interpretation the Bible has 
been used to support such injustices as slavery and white 
superiority. More recently some people are using the Bible 
to support male superiority. Didn't both Jesus and Paul 
say on several occasions that we are called to be servants 
and not masters? In all our zeal to quote Ephesians 5:22-
23, have we forgotten verses 21 and 25-33? Have we also 
neglected Galatians 3:28-29? "There is no such thing as 
Jew and Greek, slave and freeman, male and female; for 
you are all one person in Christ Jesus." 
Secondly, relating to the headship passages, Ms. 
Hardesty described the context of Paul's use of the word 
"head" in Ephesians 5:22-23. Upon examining the book in 
its entirety we read of the unity and wholeness made pos-
sible in Jesus Christ. In describing the nature of this unity 
Paul uses the example of the human body and likens it to 
the church of which we are all living parts. The "head" 
then adds completion to the body. Instead of the tradi-
tional interpretation of "head" meaning authority, it is 
rather intended to mean completion and unity. 
Another consideration worth mentioning is that many 
women were joining the early Christian church while their 
husbands were not. Paul was also emphasizing the need for 
women not to discredit their husbands' requests simply be-
cause they were not Christians. Husbands, Christian or 
not, maintained their right of respect from their wives; and 
wives should expect the same respect from their husbands. 
Paul's point is that we are to be subject to one another. We 
are called to be mutually submissive, to support and 
nurture one another, to lift each other up. 
I left my sisters and brothers feeling refreshed and 
strengthened because I had sensed a sincerity among us. 
Our desire was truly to support one another. 
But I also left with some questions: 
Why are we so opposed to women as leaders in our 
churches? 
Can we deny a woman who has sensed a call from God 
and has the appropriate gifts the privilege of pastoring a 
church? Some of us may have no personal objections to 
women serving as pastors. But do we have the courage to 
help such women find a church in which to serve? 
How do we feel about shared leadership in our churches? 
How can we best use all the gifts of all God's people in all 
the places of His kingdom? 
Why is it that women have been allowed to preach and 
teach the gospel to "nonbelievers" in the far-off mission 
field but are not allowed to be missionaries in the churches 
at home? 
We have trusted women to teach the Good News to chil-
dren in their important, formative, growing up years. Can 
we not trust them to preach a credible gospel to adults as 
well? 
Let us talk with each other honestly about your feelings 
and fears related to the issue of "Women in Ministry." 
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Religious News 
President Says "Individual Rights" 
Permit Private School Segregation 
President Ford declared in a television 
interview that he believed "individual 
rights" would permit racial segregation in 
private schools that do not receive govern-
ment aid. At the same time, he noted that 
his ch i ldren all a t tended in tegra ted 
schools, and expressed the hope that per-
sons would not choose to send their chil-
dren to segregated schools. 
Mr. Ford also said he felt Congress has 
a Constitutional right to pass legislation 
limiting busing of children to achieve 
racial integration in public schools where it 
is ordered by courts. 
Appearing on the CBS broadcast, "Face 
the Nation," the President was asked 
whether he approves of a private school 
turning someone away on the basis of 
color. 
"Individuals have rights," he replied. "I 
would hope they wouldn't, but individuals 
have a right where they're willing to make 
the choice themselves, and there are no 
taxpayer funds involved." 
250,000 In Timor Attend 
Crusade Led By Mooneyham 
Upwards of 250,000 persons all told, 
attended a recent eight-day Protestant 
evangelistic crusade in Kupang, capital 
city of Indonesia Timor — the western 
part of an island in the Malay Arch-
ipelago. 
The crusade, held at the invitation of 
church and government leaders of the pre-
dominant ly Muslim nation, was con-
ducted by Dr. W. Stanley Mooneyham, 
president of World Vision international, a 
U.S . based evangelical relief organ-
ization, and the Rev. Petrus Octavius, 
president of the Indonesian Missionary 
Fellowship. 
According to local church officials, the 
response to invitations to "receive Jesus 
Christ" on each night of the crusade in the 
Kupang Stadium (which has no seats) was 
"so overwhelming" that there was "no 
place for the people to come forward," and 
"not nearly enough counselors" to in-
struct the new converts. 
The climax of the closing service was a 
"fetish burning" ceremony, during which 
scores of objects of witchcraft given up by 
the new converts were put to the torch as 
the crowd sang songs of spiritual victory. 
TV Stations Urged To Drop Proposed Ban on Sale of "Time" For Religious "Spots" 
A Southern Baptist media official has 
asked the National Association of Broad-
casters (NAB) to reconsider its recom-
mendations that television stations not sell 
advertising time for religion-related mes-
sages. 
July 25,1976 
Dr. Paul M. Stevens, president of the 
Southern Baptist Radio and Television 
Commission urged the NAB television 
code review board to change the wording 
of the voluntary broadcaster code in a way 
that would "encourage stations to assess 
professionally-produced church and reli-
gious spots" on the same basis used "to 
consider spot Advertisements for other 
products." 
Religious announcements are aired free 
by many stations, usually in viewing 
periods other than "prime time" when sta-
tions have the largest audiences. 
Sudanese Leader Tells Officials To Stop Drinking Or Resign 
The drinking of alcoholic beverages has 
come in for new official censure in two 
largely Muslim African states. 
President Gaafar al-Nimeiry of Sudan 
has warned his Cabinet ministers and legis-
lators to drop drinking or resign. 
In Cairo, the Egyptian Parl iament 
adopted a bill forbidding Egyptians to 
drink alcoholic beverages in public. 
The drinking of alcoholic beverages is 
forbidden by Islamic law. The official reli-
gion of the northern provinces of Sudan is 
Islam, whose adherents include about 70 
percent of the country's population. Islam 
is also the state religion of Egypt. About 
92 percent of the population are Sunni 
Muslims. 
Priest Says Death Penalty Doesn't 
Protect Public Against Murders 
The only possible reason for a member 
of Parliament to vote for capital punish-
ment would be its proven ability as a pro-
tection against murder, said Father Andy 
Hogan, New Democratic (Socialist) mem-
ber of Parliament from Nova Scotia. 
In the House of Commons, he rejected 
opinion polls which held that the majority 
of Canadians support retention of hang-
ing. He said he will vote for abolition of 
the death penalty. 
"I cannot, in conscience, accept the 
evidence for this proof as presented by the 
retentionists and I therefore intend to vote 
for abolition," the Catholic priest an-
nounced. 
Membership Gains Cited By the Mormon Church 
More than 100,000 converts are ex-
pected to be baptized into the Mormon 
Church during 1976, according to esti-
mates of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latterday Saints. 
A church report indicates that an 
average of 322 new members have been 
baptized daily since 1965 when worldwide 
membership was 2.4 million. Convert bap-
tisms numbered 95,412 in 1975. The May 
1976 world membership estimate was 3,-
610,842, according to a report in a recent 
issue of the denomination's Church News 
published in Salt Lake City. 
Study Says 44% of Americans Give "Religious Response" On Death, Tragedy 
Forty-four percent of Americans give a 
"religious" response to explain or under-
stand death and tragedy, but half of those 
religious responses differ from "ortho-
dox" Christian teaching. 
These are among the findings in The 
Ultimate Values of the American Popu-
lation, a study conducted by Dr. William 
McCready of the National Opinion Re-
search Center and funded by the Henry 
Luce Foundation. 
In addition, the survey found 24 percent 
"pessimistic," either "angry at tragedy or 
resigned without hope to its inevitability." 
The survey concludes that "the majority 
(56 percent) of Americans remain opti-
mistic or at least hopeful when faced with 
the prospect of death in the family or their 
own death." That figure is the sum of the 
two "religious" reactions and those with a 
"secular-optimistic" world view which 
"pays little attention to the veiled aspects 
of tragedy, but which makes no reference 
to God in its optimism." 
An additional 18 percent fit into no clear 
category. 
California Bill Would Define Spiritual Healing Rights 
The California Legislature is currently 
studying a bill which would clarify the 
legal right of Christian Science parents to 
have their children treated by prayer in-
stead of medical science. 
Rober t Peacock of Los Angeles , 
speaking for the church involved, said the 
bill has "no organized opposition" and is 
important to further define the treatment 
options open to Christian Scientists. 
The bill, according to John Dart of the 
Los Angeles Times, would amend a part of 
the state Penal Code which says a parent 
who willfully fails to furnish needed cloth-
ing, food, shelter "or medical attendance 
or other remedial care" for his or her child 
is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
The amendment , Dart says, would 
define "other remedial care" as instances 
in which "a parent provides a child with 
treatment by prayer through spiritual 
means alone, in accordance with the tenets 
and practices of a well-recognized church 
or religious denomination, by a duly accre-
dited practitioner thereof." 
Population Upward Spiral Slows, But May Double in 38 Years 
New evidence on population totals indi-
cates a slight downward trend of birth 
rates over earlier estimates set forth by the 
Population Reference Bureau. 
The agency now predicts that the pre-
sent growth rate of 1.8 percent will decline 
slightly, a rate which would have doubled 
the 1976 global population of 4 billion in 
38 years. 
Religious Education Program In Britain Threatened 
Britain is no longer an exclusively Chris-
tian country and this should be reflected in 
the way religion is taught in state schools, 
according to a controversial report pub-
lished by the Religious Education Council 
of England and Wales. 
If the report is accepted by the govern-
ment it will mean that Christian religious 
instruction, now required under the 1944 
Education Act, will be abolished and re-
to page thirteen 
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A NEW BEGINNING 
I f ONE should have asked me, 
"How is life treating you?" (a very 
common phraseology) my answer 
would have been: "Life is at a stand-
still — and full of regrets and dis-
appointments." 
This particular word, "life," means 
fate from a Hindu or Buddhist point of 
view, and I half-way believed in fate 
then . . . that whatever my future 
pattern would be, it would, somehow 
be designed by God . . . (I hoped.) 
At that time I actually felt that I 
was nothing more than a rotten vege-
table in the garden, completely depen-
dent on the hands of the gardener — I 
was incapable of responding to the 
reality of life. I was in a state of 
fatigue of the spirit, and a boredom 
too harsh for words. I found myself 
dragging my meaningless life wearily 
along without any excitement, and my 
dreams and ideas were slowly dying 
before they were born. 
Many a time I had the impulse to 
kneel down and pray (as had been my 
custom as a committed Christian), 
pray for my dreams to come true, but 
a sudden bitter revulsion knocked the 
will to pray out of me, and I'd once 
again drift from the impulse and 
wearily shut out thinking, except 
about the moment. 
There were times when I wanted to 
shut the doors of the past dating away 
from 1975 to the year I was born, and 
I let my imagination enter into a new 
world, among new surroundings . . . 
where I could start my life over again. 
My disappointments and disobedi-
ences I wanted to bury and never dig 
up again — but how? Very strangely, I 
blamed God for my state of despair. I 
was bitter that He hadn't stopped me 
from disobeying and from going away 
from Him, going my own way. Of 
course, I had no right to blame God 
for the state I was in. I knew, without 
a doubt, that I had turned my back on 
Him when I was discouraged. On the 
other hand, I did not have the will or 
desire to return. 
Repent ing implied commit t ing 
myself to fulfill the conditions. Can-
didly speaking, I wanted to cling to 
only a vague vision of Christ, a kind of 
symbol of Him. Also, I desired to not 
face up to my problems, but held the 
hope (a very vain hope) that somehow 
all the confusions of my life would, in 
time, automatically sort out them-
selves. I did not trust myself nor did I 
5. W. 
trust anybody else. And, as I feared to 
commit myself to God once again 
(thinking that if I did, I would fail 
again) I was shut up to a very unhappy 
aloneness. I didn't like myself, or 
h a v i n g to l ive w i t h m y s e l f . 
("Autonomy is a solitary confinement 
. . . shut up to your own dirt." — Cor-
rie Ten Boom) This period was 
marked by my being highly critical of 
others while hypocritically excusing 
myself. 
Looking back, it seems very clear 
that while I didn't want to be a com-
mitted Christian, at the same time I 
didn't want to be a Hindu or Buddhist 
— I didn't want the living God to let 
go of me completely. In short, I 
wanted to be like a butterfly, free to do 
anything as long as I didn't go beyond 
certain limits I would set for myself. 
You see, I had returned to my 
ancestral place to identify myself with 
the culture of my origin . . . to make a 
try at "being just good, on my own" 
there. And having made this choice, I 
denied Jesus Chris t , my Lord, 
deliberately drifting away from Him, 
making Him into a statue. I was at the 
point of entering into marriage with an 
unbeliever . . . to this extent I allowed 
myself to drift and disobey. 
Then, due to certain excessive 
pressures, I found myself making a 
choice to quickly leave my native 
place. Looking back now, I realize 
that this was my own choice, but that, 
at the same time God was wooing me, 
graciously back to Himself. 
(In those dark days in deliberate 
disobedience, I found that I couldn't 
entirely do everything that came to my 
mind — there was a restraint there — 
for which I now thank God with all my 
heart.) Now I admit that I had, all 
along, known that I was heading 
straight towards destruction, and that 
if I wouldn't commit myself to Christ, 
my life would remain completely 
meaningless and shallow and lost. 
Even while walking in disobedience, 
deep down in my heart I knew that the 
Lord was pleading with me to change 
the course of my life. On my return to 
India many friends prayed and coun-
seled with me. Still I resisted. 
One Sunday evening, recently, a 
man of God opened Scripture, and he 
seemed like a direct messenger from 
God to me, warning me for the last 
time. He touched on every point of my 
rebellion, and applied Scripture. It 
ministered to me sharply. I knew that 
this was the showdown. During that 
night, with a troubled soul, struggling 
against God's commands, I was both 
physically and spiritually exhausted, 
so tired that I wanted to postpone 
making my choice. About 2:00 a.m. I 
suddenly awoke with the certainty that 
to wait till morning might be too late. 
I knew I had to make this most vital 
life choice at that moment. A great 
desire welled up in me to live a mean-
ingful and true life of commitment, to 
be in fellowship with Jesus, my Lord. 
Once again, I repented as my heart 
wept with shame for the way I had 
reduced the Lord to nothing and had 
independently led my own life. For the 
first time in many months I was able 
to kneel and pray, very aware that I 
was gently and compassionately for-
given. I knew that I had a new begin-
ning, a new challenge, and new ability 
to give back to God love-obedience. 
This new beginning has laid a foun-
dation that won't be laid again . . . It's 
firm and sufficient to build a whole life 
on. I don't want to ever again be de-
tached from Jesus Christ, my Lord; 
moreover, I want His love to reach 
others through me. I want to be "salt" 
and "light," and live truly in identi-
fication with Jesus Christ, whose love 
outlasts everything. 
This love of which I speak is slow to lose 
patience, it looks for a way of being con-
structive. It is not possessive: it is neither 
anxious to impress, nor does it cherish in-
flated ideas of its own importance. Love 
has good manners, and does not pursue 
selfish advantage. It is not touchy. It does 
not keep account of evil or gloat over the 
wickedness of other people. (On the con-
trary, it is glad with all good men when 
truth prevails.) Love knows no limit to its 
endurance, no end to its trust, no fading of 
its hope: It can outlast anything (Phillips 
— I Corinthians 13). 
S. W. was reared in a strongly 
Buddhist home — her father, believed 
to be a reincarnation of a former 
Lama, was in charge of a number of 
temples. A fter several years of school-
ing in India, she came into contact 
with Joe and Marietta Smith in Delhi, 
was converted and baptized. The story 
above recounts some of her experi-
ences in the last two years. As Mari-
etta notes, "This struggle is so very 
real..." 
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The primary purpose of all mission work is the bringing of new people to 
Christ and gathering them into churches. Just as exciting as the birth of new 
churches or the conversion of new people is seeing new churches then reach out 
vigorously in new directions in evangelism and church planting. 
In Indonesia, Mennonite Central Committee is working with two Men-
nonite-related churches. One of them, the Muria Christian Church of Indonesia, 
has great vision for expanded mission in Indonesia, inviting the churches of North 
America to be involved in their new mission. 
It is a challenge for MCC and other North American missions and service 
agencies to share in a mission which the Indonesian churches have planned and 
initiated. We North Americans cannot be possessive of this new ministry. As 
members of the body are members one of another we need to cultivate the con-
cept that we belong to them in their new mission. 
—Lawrence Yoder 
Indonesian Church 
Reaches Out to "New Island" 
OPENING a new ministry among 
the Dayak people in the tropical rain 
forest of West Kalimantan is an act of 
faith and courage for the Muria Chris-
tian Church of Indonesia. 
In spite of the fact that the Muria 
Christian mission board, known as 
PIPKA, already has its hands full with 
evangelistic work in several parts of 
Java and Sumatra, the board has 
decided it cannot ignore the urgent 
needs in West Kalimantan. Kaliman-
tan, also known as Borneo, is one of 
the largest and least developed islands 
in Indonesia. 
Lawrence and Shirlee Yoder return to In-donesia in late July to begin their third term with MCC there. In 1977 Lawrence will begin a special assignment — writing a history of the development of the Mennonite-related churches in Indonesia. 
Charles Christano, chairman of the 
Muria church who has made two 
exploratory trips to West Kaliman-
tan, reports that the area "is wide 
open for the gospel," and that many of 
the Dayak people have no access to 
elementary education, know nothing 
about systematic agriculture and 
suffer from poor health and nutrition. 
Transportation is largely by river-
boat. 
The Dayaks, a primitive people 
most of whom are animist, live in 
small communities in the remote areas 
of the interior. Animism, the belief 
that good or evil spirits dwell in ob-
jects such as stones or trees express 
themselves through natural occur-
rences like thunderstorms, dominated 
community life, Christano says. He 
notes that twitters of certain birds are 
valid enough to terminate a marriage 
f 
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An Indonesian family stands on the porch of 
their stiltborne house. 
and that if a person meets a snake on 
the way to their field, they must go 
home. 
The Dayaks employ a slash and 
burn method of shifting cultivation. 
Their harvest of dryland rice, maize, 
beans and tapioca root is barely 
enough to last seven or eight months. 
"Sixty-six percent of the children 
die from malnutrition and disease be-
fore they are four years o l d , " 
Christano says. "We believe that God 
is calling us to evangelize those needy 
people. We know that if we launch 
into new work there we are to do a 
comprehensive evangelism, to be con-
cerned with a person in his totality. 
But we are all aware of how small and 
limited we are. Therefore we are 
making an effort to invite and chal-
lenge the churches both here and over-
seas to see the vision for West Kali-
mantan." 
An Indonesian couple is currently 
preparing for administration of the 
Kalimantan work and is expected to 
move to the island in July. Other In-
donesian volunteers are being re-
cruited. PIPKA has also requested 
that two North American peoples be 
loaned to their program to work with 
small teams of Indonesian volunteers 
in rural development and church 
planting. 
to page ten 
RIGHT: Small boats are the only means of 
approach to the Dayak Longhouse villages. 
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Christian Life in the Dormitory 
N O T ALL students are interested in 
Christian things, so it is a difficult task 
for a Christian to do everything as he 
pleases in the dormitory. 
A Christian would be fortunate to 
be in a dormitory where members 
appreciate all that he does. He could 
then conduct evening devotions and 
prayers without interruptions, but 
such a thing is rare. Those who are 
zealous about the Word of God can 
unite together and have a secret place 
where they can meet regularly. 
At Matopo Secondary School we 
have a few prayer groups in our 
dormitories. We meet regularly after 
our evening studies to present our 
problems which we then pray for. All 
the same we encounter many difficul-
ties in these meetings because some 
naughty fellows come and mock at us. 
They go on to call us by all sorts of 
piercing and heart-breaking names. 
We are also hated for being liked by 
teachers and are taken as traitors. 
Those who have no Christian back-
bone immediately fall away because 
they cannot cope with these persecu-
tions. This is the case with most of our 
friends who break away and thus the 
number decreases. These are the ones 
in whom the Word of God strikes no 
root. Likewise these same fellows who 
L l J C I visited us again today, and as 
she talked of finding her way in to-
day's wicked cities, I rejoiced to see 
faith growing into maturity. 
We talked about the time, when as a 
student at Choma Secondary School 
in 1974, she fell gravely ill with 
meningitis. Up to that day all the vic-
tims of the dreaded outbreak were 
boys. (Two boys died and we learned 
later that a witchdoctor predicted that 
two girls would die also.) Luci was 
rushed to the hospital in a semi-con-
scious state. 
Some weeks later, after a quicker-
than-usual recovery, she came to our 
house . . . just wanting to have a time 
of thanksgiving and prayer to God for 
what He did for her. 
Today as she reminisces she says, "I 
know it was the Lord." A rather weak 
fall away are the ones who raise dust 
against everything we do. 
Writing on behalf of those who have 
experienced hardships in the dormi-
tories, I would like to thank God for 
seeing us through in every step we 
took. It is also surprising that the so-
called "troublesome fellows" were 
very careful not to do some mis-
chievous things in our presence. When 
they saw us coming, they would say, 
"Oh, it's high time we stopped this bad 
thing because the 'Reverends' are 
here." 
We endured this mockery and based 
our faith on God. Even Christ had to 
go through suffering and persecution; 
so likewise we are to follow His steps. 
Regardless of all these minor 
persecutions, I take this step to thank 
God for His help to console me. It 
takes a devoted, patient and steady 
Christian to overcome all dishearten-
ing dormitory harrassment. It is not 
easy to be a Christian among non-
Christians in the dormitory, so it is a 
blessing for the one who holds firm to 
his faith always. 
—Henry S. Ndlovu 
Form IV 
Matopo Secondary School 
Christian before, she grew taller and 
stronger in the Lord. And now, be-
cause Christ lives within her, she has 
strength to turn down lucrative job 
offers which would necessitate a com-
promise in her moral standards as a 
Christian young lady — a rarity to-
day. 
Recently she finished her course as a 
ground stewardess at the local air-
port. She wasn't sure of being hired 
even if she passed the examination as 
"girls who go out with the bosses get 
hired first." But she was hired and 
testifies that "they know me now and 
respect me." 
Luci before and after her illness has 
a similarity to restored furniture . . . 
often it's better than new. 
—Miriam K. Stern 
Lusaka, Zambia 
INDONESIAN CHURCH 
from page nine 
Proclaiming the gospel among the 
Dayak clan in remote West Kaliman-
tan will require a cultural leap for 
Muria Christians accustomed to life 
on the crowded, more developed is-
land of Java as well as for the North 
Americans. The geography, nature, 
society and cultural background are 
s t r ik ing ly d i f f e ren t f r o m J a v a , 
although Indonesian is used as a com-
mon language. 
Lawrence Yoder, Brethren in Christ 
MCC representative in Indonesia who 
has been working with the Muria con-
ference is securing North American 
personnel for Kalimantan, became 
excited about the mission possibilities 
when Christano invited him and Dan 
Nickel, a Mennonite Brethren mis-
sionary working with PIPKA, to join 
Christano and Andreas Setiawan, 
chairman of PIPKA, on their Janu-
ary 1976 trip to West Kalimantan. 
"Much of the people's physical 
suffering and inability to improve their 
livelihood is closely related to the 
spiritual powers which control every 
aspect of their daily activity," Law-
rence says. "For these people to accept 
the gospel means that a power greater 
than all others has come to free them 
from the oppressive restraints of the 
spiritual powers they have always 
known. This revolution of the power 
structure with Jesus Christ now at the 
top frees them from fears which 
formerly prevented them from break-
ing away from traditional ways in all 
areas of life from agriculture to 
cleanliness and nutrition. Therefore 
the plan is to carry on a spiritual and 
development ministry in a com-
plementary fasion." 
Christano was first introducted to 
the urgent needs in Kalimantan by a 
Chinese missionary, Spring Ho, whom 
he and his wife had met during two 
years of training in Singapore. In sub-
sequent years Spring Ho urged that 
the Muria Church direct some re-
sources toward Kalimantan but the 
church felt it could not spread itself 
more thinly. When Spring Ho died 
suddenly in a plane crash in 1974, 
Christano and his wife were deeply 
moved. Why was this faithful servant 
who was filling so pressing a need 
taken, they asked. Who would re-
place her? How loud must God shout 
before we respond to his call? 
In November 1974 Christano and 
the secretary of PIPKA made their 
first trip to Kalimantan. "From there 
the vision grew," Lawrence reflects. 
"Now there is much work and plan-
ning to do. Pray that God's spirit will 
dominate us at every point." 
— M C C News Service 
Z A M B I A 
Restored 
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LET'S TALK ABOUT MONEY 
f rom page four 
gation of which our family is a mem-
ber listened carefully last year while 
the Stewardship Commission asked 
for a 15% increase in giving. That 
meant since he had been giving $1 a 
week (already more than a tithe of his 
income), they were asking him to give 
S1.15 per week. But he decided to give 
$2 a week instead, and faithfully kept 
his commitment when the offerings 
were taken. That year proved to be 
one of tremendous spiritual growth for 
him, and I believe his savings account 
for a college education grew more in 
1975 than it had in any previous year. 
Another member promised God a 
tithe of the income from his regular 
job, and 30% of any that might come 
from his part-time work. It sounds 
like a pretty selfish bargain to make 
with the Lord, doesn't it? "Lord, I 
need what I'm getting now, but if you 
give me more, I shall give you one-
third and keep two-thirds for my-
self." He now has a part-time income 
much greater than in previous years. 
The bonus given for one project was 
ten times as much as he received for 
the same project just twelve months 
previously. The family is experiencing 
a greater sense of peace in financial 
matters than ever before. There is the 
dual satisfaction of seeing more given 
to the Lord's work, and less tension 
about where the rest of the family in-
come should be spent. 
A salesman in the southern part of 
Pennsylvania told me how much more 
meaningful his job has become. He 
made a missions faith-promise com-
mitment much larger than he thought 
he could ever earn alone. It was a 
deliberate effort to depend on God for 
financial miracles. "And now," he 
stated, "it is exciting to get up in the 
morning and plan my sales contacts. I 
just wonder which contact God will 
use to increase my commission so that 
I can meet that faith-promise." Now 
he considers his job more than a way 
to meet his family's needs — it is a 
partnership with God so that the 
spiritual needs of people far away can 
also be met. 
One mother stated that her wage-
earning son made a faith-promise 
commitment so large that it seemed 
impossible to finance out of his present 
earnings. And he enjoyed his work — 
he had no intention of changing em-
ployers. Within a month he received a 
promotion and his salary increase was 
more than the entire faith-promise 
commitment. 
And other stories could be told of 
how people enjoyed living on less be-
cause God told them to give more and 
spend less on their own comforts. I be-
lieve there are cheerful givers whom 
God prizes in our brotherhood. 
One incident that challenged me to 
a closer walk with God came when I 
heard a single lady who had been 
saving for a considerable number of 
years to make a down payment on a 
house. Owning her own home repre-
sented security to her. But just at the 
time when the sum was large enough 
to make a purchase a letter from the 
mission board arrived — explaining 
that the budget was not being reached 
and that it was likely that several 
projects the Board had prayerfully 
considered to be essential would not 
get full support. So the accumulated 
life savings went in one check to the 
mission board. She still occupies 
rented quarters, but as I listened to her 
humbly relate this I had the impres-
sion that she now enjoys a much 
greater sense of security than any 
mansion of brick and mortar could 
ever provide. 
I read faith-inspiring accounts in 
literature sent from some evangelical 
groups of how God blesses both spirit-
ually and materially those who have 
made financial commitments to their 
organizations. But even though it 
probably occurs frequently within our 
own denomination, I don't hear much 
testimony about it. Has God helped 
you in a special way as you com-
mitted your financial needs to His 
care? Has your faith been enlarged as 
you have seen Him provide un-
expected funds for either some per-
sonal or church or mission project? Do 
you really feel that it is right to keep it 
a secret? Perhaps your heart echoes 
with mine the words spoken by the 
lepers: "We do not well; this day is a 
day of good tidings, and we hold our 
peace." One of the purposes of this 
article is to encourage you to share 
with others the joy God gave you as 
He provided you with spiritual and 
material blessings when you purposed 
to give. 
A c c o r d i n g to S c r i p t u r e , the 
blessings returned are in proportion to 
the giver's generosity. Paul stated, 
"But remember this — if you give 
little, you will get little. A farmer who 
plants just a few seeds will get only a 
small crop, but if he plants much, he 
will reap much" (II Corinthians 9:6, 
Living Bible). Jesus emphasized this 
principle in Luke 6:38 when he said, 
"For if you give, you will get! Your 
gift will return to you in full and over-
flowing measure , pressed down, 
shaken together to make room for 
more, and running over. Whatever 
measure you use to give — large or 
small — will be used to measure what 
is given back to you" (Living Bible). 
And this is an appeal to praise God 
for small blessings as well as large. It 
is not only the $100,000 "gift from 
heaven" which is praiseworthy. In 
fact, the story of how God provided 
that next tuition payment or the $25 
monthly pledge will probably speak to 
more people — because that's the kind 
of struggle most of us are experi-
encing — than an account of how He 
helped in a big business transaction. 
We should also remember the 
blessings of the giver are not always 
financial. The greatest benefit comes 
from dedicating all of one's life and 
possessions to God and then co-
operating with God in financing His 
plan. There may be accounts of how a 
financial reverse opened up new spirit-
ual insights. Perhaps God led you to 
better things when you were asked to 
take a pay cut, lost the job where you 
served faithfully for many years, or 
failed to get the job you thought had 
been promised. 
If any of these things happened to 
you, you are in good company! Elijah 
was called by the Lord to sit by the 
brook Cherith until it dried up (I 
Kings 17). It must have been a trying 
experience for a man of action such as 
Elijah to sit there while the stream be-
came smaller and smaller and finally 
disappeared. But, viewed in perspec-
tive, this was Elijah's preparation for 
the triumphant encounter with the 
prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel (I 
Kings 18). 
Our brotherhood has some gifted 
scholars who have faithfully recorded 
God's working in various institutions 
of the denomination. We have excel-
lent histories on our early denomi-
national efforts in missions, the 
development of the church, and at 
least one of our educational institu-
tions. Being less of an academician, 
the writer of this article has a less 
ambitious goal. He is organizing some 
biblical insights on stewardship, and 
would enjoy receiving from the reader 
stories of blessings God gave and 
lessons God taught in the area of 
financial stewardship. If you would 
like to share your experiences, please 
mail your accounts to Don Zook, 
Department of Business, Messiah Col-
lege, Grantham, Pa. 17027. Please in-
dicate whether you are willing for your 
name to be associated with the ac-
count, or whether you prefer it be 
anonymous. In either case, an effort 
will be made to present the account so 
that God gets the glory. 
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The Church and the Family 
John L. Ebersole 
Foundations for a family ministry 
Many persons are becoming in-
creasingly concerned about improv-
ing family life. In a recent survey by 
the Institute of Life Insurance 80 
percent of Americans over age 18 
chose "a happy family life" as their 
number one goal in life. These per-
sons place a happy family life above 
"developing as an individual," "a ful-
filling career," or making a lot of 
money." 
One of the issues that developed out 
of our denomination's recent study on 
marriage and divorce was that more 
attention needs to be given to helping 
families improve the quality of their 
relationships and life together. 
The following article is written to 
help congregations reflect upon their 
ministry to families. 
The church as the family 
of God—a point of departure 
The emphasis of the New Testa-
ment is that God desires to create a 
new people from those who have been 
redeemed. Throughou t the New 
Testament men and women are called 
upon to repent and be born again. 
Family status or achievement will not 
provide access to God. Through Christ 
we become new creatures and become 
a part of the new humanity — the fam-
ily of God. 
Scripture indicates that the church, 
or the family of God, is the primary 
reality. This new life in Christ, the new 
brothers and sisters, and the new pur-
pose must take first place. 
Jesus indicates the seriousness of 
His call when He says, "If anyone 
comes to me and does not have his 
own father and mother and wife and 
children and brothers and sisters, yes, 
and even his own life, he cannot be my 
disciple" (Luke 14:26). 
At another time Jesus was told that 
His mother and brothers were asking 
for Him. Jesus replied, "Here are my 
The writer is the Associate Director of the Board of Christian Education for the denomi-nation. 
mother and my brothers. Whoever 
does the will of God is my brother, and 
sister, and mother" (Mark 3:32-35). 
To be sure, Jesus was not suggesting 
that relationships with our biological 
(natural family units) are unim-
portant. Rather, He was underlining 
the fact that allegiance to Himself and 
His kingdom must take priority even 
over natural family ties. 
This concern has implications for an 
understanding of the church's min-
istry to families. Often our primary 
focus has been upon preserving the 
biological family and helping it relate 
to the church. But it would appear that 
a more biblical stance might be to 
begin with the spiritual family and see 
what it has to say to biological fami-
lies. 
"The new reality is the spiritual 
family, new persons in Christ with a 
life together and with a mission. Many 
believers in the spiritual family also 
have biological families. The question 
for the church is, How does living in 
the spiritual family contribute to 
obedience in every area of life, and 
especially in the real relationships of 
the biological family" (p. 15, The 
Spiritual Family and the Biological 
Family by Paul Lederach. This is a 
helpful booklet in the area of the 
church and families). 
This was the apostle Paul's under-
standing when he suggested that the 
relationship of Christ and the church 
is a model for how husbands and wives 
are to live together (Eph. 5:21-33). The 
example of Christ's suffering is a 
model for how wives should love hus-
bands who are not Christians (I Peter 
3: Iff). The understanding for living 
together in biological families comes 
from our life together in Christ. 
This then, is the basis for our min-
istry to families. An understanding of 
the church as the family of God will 
help us develop a biblical approach to 
a ministry to families. This under-
standing will have implications for 
what we will attempt to do. The fol-
lowing are guidelines for a ministry for 
biological families from the perspec-
tive of the church as the family of 
God. 
Guidelines for a ministry to families 
1. The church will seek to foster familylike relationships among its members. Members will relate to 
each other as brothers and sisters in 
Christ. All persons — those with 
biological families, single persons, 
the elderly, the divorced, the 
widowed — will find a sense of 
family identity in the congre-
gation. 
2. The church as the family of God will be a support group for its families. 
This caring community will assist 
families in the problems that 
develop in their family life. 
3. All members of the church will share responsibility for the nurture of the children in the congregation. 
Children will be seen as gifts to the 
congregation as well as to the 
parents. At child dedication the 
congregation and the parents will 
take responsibility for the spiritual 
nurture of the child. 
4. The church will be concerned about the relationships within its families. 
The Bible has much to say about 
family life. The Bible speaks about 
permanency in marriage, how hus-
bands and wives are to live to-
gether in love, relationships be-
tween parents and children, sexual 
expression in marriage, relation-
ships that are Christian, etc. 
5. The church will be concerned that its young people understand and develop a Christian view of sexuali-ty and marriage. It will seek to 
combat the perversion of sex by our 
society. It will prepare its youth for 
either singleness or marriage. 
6. The church will approach the prob-lems of family life realistically. It 
will foster an atmosphere where 
persons, whether married or single, 
can share openly their problems 
and hurts and experience healing. 
7. The church will be concerned that parents learn how to parent effec-tively and how to raise their chil-dren as Christian parents. It will 
develop opportunities for parents 
to page thirteen 
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Youth in Summer Service 
YOUTH RETREAT 
PLANNED 
The Allegheny Council on Youth and 
the Atlantic Youth Council are jointly 
sponsoring a Youth Retreat which 
will be held July 22-24, 1 9 7 7 on the 
campus of Messiah College. The de-
nominational Bible Quiz Playoffs will 
be a part of this retreat. All Brethren 
in Christ youth junior high through 
young adult are invited to attend. For 
further information write to 
Rev. Eugene Heidler 
R. 2, Box 151 
Mifflintown, PA 17059 
SUMMER SERVICE is a program 
sponsored by the Board of Christian 
Education for young people ages 15-
21. During the summer young people 
volunteer to be assigned for short term 
service to camps, missions, and in-
stitutions. The youth volunteer their 
time and help pay their travel ex-
penses. 
During this summer 21 youth are 
serving throughout the United States 
and Canada. The following report in-
dicates the persons serving this sum-
mer and the location of their service. 
Camp Lakeview, Goodrich, Michigan 
Annette Kelly, Barbara Caldwell— 
Canton, Ohio 
Maxine Martin—Greencastle, PA. 
She l ly A n d e r s o n — S a s k a t o o n , 
Sask. 
Karen Myers, Cliff Engle, Dawn 
Rau, Cindy Heisey—Elizabethtown, 
PA. 
Elaine Bender—Washington Boro, 
PA. 
Assignment: helping in the kitchen, 
cooking, washing dishes, mopping, 
general cleaning, and maintenance. 
Lifeline Mission, San Francisco, CA. 
Brenda Rowe—Waynesboro, PA. 
Assignment: helping around the 
mission and in club programs. 
Messiah Home, Harrisburg, PA. 
Cindy Lauver, Susan Berger—Man-
heim, PA. 
Assignment: Assisting in the activi-
ties program, writing and reading for 
residents, taking walks with the resi-
dents, helping with the housekeeping 
staff, helping the maintenance staff. 
Family Camp, Saskatchewan, Mon-treal Lake Children's Home, Saskat-
chewan. 
Regina Roberts—Lancaster, PA. 
Jackie Shop—Conestoga, PA. 
Assignment: Family Camp—coun-
selors for children ages 8-12. 
Assignment: Montreal Lake Chil-
dren's Home — general maintenance, 
redecorating dorms, painting, clean-
ing, visiting in the community, etc. 
Navajo Mission, Bloomfield, New 
Mexico. 
Penny Beck—Montclair, CA. 
Jill Alexander—Upland, CA. 
Assignment: manual work out-
doors—painting, landscaping, car-
penter work, etc. 
Mile High Pines Camp, Angelus 
Oaks, CA. 
Dave Smith, Elizabethtown, PA. 
Carla Dahlstrom, Abilene, KS. 
Assignment: kitchen help, general 
cleaning, maintenance work. 
Spring Lake Retreat, Wurtsboro, NY. 
Eric Kronwetter, Doug Hock—Ship-
pensburg, PA. 
Assignment: counselors for the boys 
camp. 
Please pray for these young people 
as they serve the Lord in their various 
assignments. 
RELIGIOUS N E W S 
f rom page seven 
placed by education on Christian and non-
Christian life stances — from humanism to 
occultism. 
American Lutheran College Upholds Liquor Ban on Campus 
St. Olaf College, an American Lutheran 
Church-affiliatea school in Northfield, 
Minn., has reaffirmed its policy which pro-
hibits the serving or consumption of alco-
holic beverages on campus. 
Dr. Sidney A. Rand, president of the 
college, said the Board of Regents and col-
lege administrators are aware that stu-
dents drink and that the policy is difficult 
to enforce. "The regents feel, however, 
that even with the shortcomings the policy 
should be continued and that a relaxation 
of the restriction would tend to increase 
rather than decrease the severity of the 
problem," Dr. Rand said. 
Solomon's Mines At Big Dig? 
Evidence uncovered in Saudi Arabia 
indicates that a site under excavation 
might be the fabled gold mines of Solo-
mon worked 3,000 years ago. 
American and Saudi geologists, work-
ing in a mountainous region between Mec-
ca and Madina known as Mahd adh 
Dhahab, or "Cradle of Gold," say they 
might be standing at Ophir, mentioned in 
at least four books of the Bible. The site 
would have been within reach of the 
limited transportation facilities of Jeru-
salem. Solomon relied on the port of 
Aqaba from which ships and land-going 
vehicles could have reached the mines. 
15 Million Black Americans Of Voting Age—A 10% Rise 
A 10 percent increase since 1972 in the 
number of black Americans who will be of 
voting age during the 1976 presidential 
election is reported by the Bureau of the 
Census. 
Some 15 million black Americans will 
be 18 years or older by November, ap-
proximately 10 percent of the total U.S. 
electorate. 
There are about 10 million more eligible 
voters, overall, among the 150,041,000 
Americans of voting age than there were in 
1972, an increase of about 6.5 percent. 
CHURCH A N D FAMILY 
f rom page twelve 
to discuss topics such as discipline, 
love, authority, control, nurture, 
etc. 
8. The church will help its families wrestle with current questions and issues. It will attempt to help fami-
lies live as Christians in a secular 
society. 
9. The church's ministry to families will be person centered. The Bible 
does not necessarily suggest that 
the typical family, with parents and 
children, is the ideal state. In fact 
the apostle Paul suggests that it 
might be better to be single in order 
to better serve the Lord (I Cor. 
7:25-35). A ministry to families will 
include a sensitivity to all persons 
— single, adults, single parents, 
parents without children, widows 
or widowers, etc. 
The congregation, as the Family of 
God, has the potential for helping its 
members follow Christ in their house-
hold relat ionships . May congre-
gations become the Family of God and 
our families truly Christian. 
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Church News 
H. Melvin Boose Ordained 
A Sunday evening service in the Mont-
gomery church of which he is the pastor 
was the setting for the ordination of Rev. 
H. Melvin Boose to the gospel ministry. 
The Ordination Service was in charge of 
the bishop of the Allegheny Conference, 
Bishop Henry A. Ginder. The Ordination 
Sermon was preached by Dr. A. M. Cli-
menhaga, General Conference Secretary 
and Dean of Western Evangelical Semi-
nary. 
Brother Melvin Boose has served in a 
pastoral ministry since 1964. He has 
served in San Francisco, Dallas Center, 
Iowa; Christian Union near Garrett , In-
diana; and since 1974 at the Montgomery 
church, near Mercersburg, Pennsylvania. 
His wife is the former Ruth Peters. They 
have three children: Kenneth, who serves 
as deacon at the Blairs Mills congre-
gation; Ruth Arlene, and Audrey Levaitt. 
CONFERENCES 
Allegheny 
The Antrim congregation installed Rev. 
Wilbur Benner as their pastor on Sunday, 
May 30, with Bishop Henry A. Ginder in 
charge of the service. Following the service 
a fellowship meal was held to welcome the 
pastor and his family. 
The Big Valley congregation received 
eleven persons into church fellowship on 
Sunday, June 13. A dinner was held 
following the service. The pastor is Rev. 
John L. Rosenberry. 
The Church Board and their spouses of 
the Chambersburg congregation held a 
supper and fellowship on Sunday evening, 
May 30. Bishop and Mrs. Henry A. 
Ginder joined the group and led in a con-
secration service for deacon, J. Ira. Lesher. 
The pastor is Rev. A. Graybill Brubaker. 
The Fairview congregation observed 
their 22nd anniversary on April 25 with an 
all day service. Former pastors, Harvey 
Beinhower and Roy Asper, shared in the 
morning and evening services. Special 
Holden Park Reaches 140% of Goal 
The Holden Park congregation, Orlan-
do, Florida, reported commitments of 
$48,000 at the recent Victory Dinner of 
their Big Step Forward Campaign. The 
goal of $35,000 was 40 percent over-sub-
scribed. 
Pastor Larry Steffee reports a new spirit 
in the congregation as a result of this 
effort. The youth raised over $6,000. The 
denomination's Director of Stewardship, 
Alvin C. Burkholder, administered the 
fund raising effort. 
Pictured above with Burkholder (left) 
are Pastor Steffee (next to chart) and 
David Allen, chairman of the campaign 
committee. 
Senior Citizens Day at Roseglen 
Senior Citizens Day, the first of its kind, 
was held May 16 at the Roseglen Brethren 
in Christ Church. Since only three senior 
citizens regularly attend Sunday school 
and worship, the members of the congre-
gation were asked to invite other senior 
citizens to enjoy this day. 
A prize would be awarded to the oldest 
person present and a prize to the family 
who invited them. There were approx-
imately 40 senior citizens present for Sun-
day school and church. With some being 
brought from Perry Village Nursing 
Home. A few of these were on wheel chairs 
and others needed some aid in walking. 
Clarence Reed, Sr., (87) was the oldest 
member present. There were four genera-
tions of his family present. Harry Reed, his 
grandson, invited him to share the Senior 
Citizens Day. 
Rev. Albert Engle (79) taught the adult 
Sunday school lesson. 
Rev. Thomas Miller (86), Church of 
God minister in the Perry County area for 
more than 55 years, brought the morning 
message. He also had four generations of 
his family present. At the close of his mes-
sage he invited the pastor and wife to the 
platform and presented them with thirty-
three bicentennial coins in appreciation for 
the great honor of having the Senior 
Citizens Day. 
Brother Miller has conducted 3,500 
funerals and performed 1,000 weddings in 
his years of ministry. 
Following the morning worship service 
all the senior citizens were invited to the 
rosebud room of the parsonage for the 
noon meal and fellowship. This was a great 
day and one to be remembered in the life of 
the Roseglen Brethren in Christ Church. 
Rev. Miller stated that this service 
would be recorded among the bicentennial 
celebrations of Perry County. 
Simon A. Lehman, Jr., is the pastor of 
the congregation. 
music in the afternoon hymn sing was 
given by the Gospel Melodettes, the Miller 
Sisters, and the Harmony Four. Rev. 
Lewis Byer is the pastor. 
Bishop Henry A. Ginder shared in the 
installation service of Rev. Rupert Turman 
in the Five Forks Church on Sunday, June 
20. In addition to a food shower, a get 
acquainted tea fellowship was also held for 
the pastoral family. 
A series of thirteen sessions on Christian 
Stewardship was led by Rev. Henry 
Hostetter for the Locust Grove congre-gation recently. Rev. Hostetter used the 
overhead projector, chalkboard, film, and 
a search through the Scriptures to deter-
mine the meaning of Christian Steward-
ship relating to the Fall, time, abilities, 
natural resources, lifestyle, and posses-
sions. 
Atlantic 
Rev. and Mrs. Andrew Slagenweit, 
pastor of the Hummelstown congregation, 
shared in the Love Feast and Communion 
Service with the Mastersonville congre-
gation on June 12 and 13. Claude R. 
Baublitz, representing the Pennsylvania 
Council of Alcohol, was guest speaker at 
Hummelstown on June 13. Rev. Jesse B. 
Dourte is the pastor at Mastersonville. 
The Manor congregation held its annual 
Choir Festival on Sunday, May 23, featur-
ing Early American music. The five choirs, 
plus several smaller ensembles partici-
pated in the program. The minister of 
music is Emerson C. Frey and the pastor is 
Rev. John Hawbaker. 
The Pequea congregation held a Family 
Life Conference the weekend of June 19-
14 Evangelical Visitor 
The 31st Annual Civilian Public Ser-
vice Reunion will be held on Sunday, 
August 1, 1976, at Christopher Dock 
High School in the Souderton area, 
about 2 miles south of Harleysville along 
Route #63. 
The Worship Service will start at 10:00 
o'clock. 
20, with Paul Unruh as the resource 
person. Rev. Gerald Wingert is the pastor. 
Canadian 
The Bridlewood congregation received 
seven persons into church fellowship on 
Sunday, June 6. The pastor is Rev. John 
Schock. 
Rev. Lee Winger recently assumed the 
duties of assistant pastor of the Wainfleet congregation, after graduation from Mes-
siah College. The pastor at Wainfleet is 
Rev. Roy. J . Peterman. 
Central 
A carry-in dinner was held on Sunday, 
May 30, by the Ashland congregation, in 
honor of Dale and Margaret Engle who 
will be serving as assistant pastor of the 
Manor congregation (Atlantic Confer-
ence). Rev. Ted Mitten is the pastor at 
Ashland. 
The Fairview congregation held Day 
Camp on June 15, 17, and 18, with "God 
and Nature" as the theme. A field trip was 
taken to a different place each day with 
Shirley Helmuth directing. The pastor is 
Rev. Henry Miller. 
The Highland congregation held a 
ground-breaking service on Sunday, June 
27, for their prospective building plans. 
The pastor is Rev. Louis Cober. 
Midwest 
The Mountain View congregation held a 
Dedication Service and Open House for 
their new parsonage on Sunday after-
noon, June 13. Rev. James Esh is the 
pastor. 
Pacific 
The Children's Division of the Upland congregation held a special program on 
Sunday evening, June 6. The director of 
the Children's Department is Stan Long. 
A Father-Son Banquet was held on Mon-
day evening, June 7. Guest speaker was 
Deputy Chief Bob Vernon, Los Angeles 
Police Department. The pastors of Upland 
are Rev. Robert Hempy and Rev. Glenn 
Ginder. 
Births 
Burkholder: Eric Matthew, born June 1, 
to Jim and Nancy Burkholder, Manor 
congregation, Pa. 
Gayman: Heather Joy, born May 18, to 
Ronald and Barbara (Burkholder) Gay-
man, Chambersburg congregation, Pa. 
Jones: Nathan Ray, born March 22, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Jones, Antrim con-
gregation, Pa. 
KaufTman: Heather Naomi, born April 
27, to Mr. and Mrs. Earl KaufTman, 
Roseglen congregation, Pa. 
Love: Alycia Linette, born April 25, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Love, Roseglen 
congregation, Pa. 
Martin: Tiana Lynna, born June 5, to 
Leon and Diana Martin, Lancaster con-
gregation, Pa. 
Mutzbaugh: Brandy Lee, born May 16, 
to Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Mutzbaugh, Rose-
glen congregation, Pa. 
Schwartz: Michael Andrew, born May 
25, to Mr. and Mrs. Luther Schwartz, 
Mastersonville congregation, Pa. 
Sollenberger: Brian Eugene, born May 
7, to Mr. and Mrs. Park Sollenberger, 
Refton congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Bell-Harris: Brenda Kaye, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. George L. Harris, Palmyra, 
Pa., and Alan Lynn Bell, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul H. Eshelman, June 12, in the 
Palmyra Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Robert J. Lehman officiating. 
Clark-Coey: Joni, daughter of Mrs. 
Mary F. Coey, Troy, Ohio, and Robert 
Coey, Dayton, and John Bradford, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Clark, Dayton, Ohio, 
June 5, in the Phoneton Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Elam O. Dohner 
officiating. 
Crider-Shank: M a r l e n e G r a c e , 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Marlin W. 
Shank, and Timothy Ray, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Crider, May 1, in the Cham-
bersburg Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Merle Cordell and Rev. Graybill Bru-
baker officiating. 
McBeth-Shultz: Jana, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Shultz, Elyria, Ohio, and 
Stephen, son of Rev. and Mrs. David P. 
McBeth, Grantham, Pa., June 5, in the 
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Mike Wingfield and father of the 
groom officating. 
Parulski-Hibner: Jill, daughter of Mr . 
and Mrs. Richard K. Hibner, Camp Hill, 
Pa., and Thomas Parulski, DuBois, Pa., 
June 5, 1976, in the Mt. Holly Springs 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Ernest U. Dohner officiating. 
Pounds-Gayiord: Teresa Lynn, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ellis S. Gaylord, and 
David Ernest, son of Mr. and Mrs. Marvin 
Pounds, both of Fairborn, Ohio, May 22, 
in the Phoneton Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Elam O. Dohner officiating. 
T a m k i n - M u m m a u : Iva B e r n i c e , 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Owen Mum-
mau, and Ronald Warren, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Warren E. Tamkin, both of Mt. Joy, 
Pa., June 12, in the Mt. Pleasant Brethren 
in Christ Church with the father of the 
bridegroom and Rev. Harry Bert officiat-
ing. 
T h o m p s o n - B u n d y : D e b b i e K a y , 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ramon Bundy, 
Leonard, Mich., and James W., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Willard Thompson, Rochester, 
111., June 5, in the Leonard Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John L. Bundy, 
uncle of the bride, officiating. 
Wingert-Hess: Andrea Faye, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth E. Hess, Lan-
caster, Pa., and Donald L. Wingert, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Chester Wingert, Fayette-
ville, May 29, in the Grantham Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. George Kimber 
and Rev. S. Lane Hostetter officiating. 
Obituaries 
Boyd: Mrs. Emma Beatrice Boyd, born 
March 22, 1888, in Grand Valley, Ontario, 
died April 30, 1976, in the Kindersley 
Union Hospital. She was preceded in 
death by her first husband, Mr. Bilton. She 
later married Robert John Boyd who also 
preceded her in death, along with a son, 
Leonard George Bilton. She is survived by 
a sister, Mrs. May Wolfe; daughter-in-law, 
Mrs. Leonard Bilton; four grandchildren; 
and several nieces and nephews. The 
funeral service was held in the Kindersley 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John 
Garman officiating. Interment was in the 
Kindersley Cemetery. 
McCullough: John A. McCullough, Sr., 
age 75, died April 29, 1976, in the Lan-
caster General Hospital. He and his sur-
viving wife, Jennie Eisenberger McCul-
lough, celebrated their 54th wedding an-
niversary last December. He is also sur-
vived by five sons; two daughters; 15 
grandchildren; and one great-grandchild. 
He was a member of the Refton Brethren 
in Christ Church, and had donated land to 
the church. The funeral service was held in 
the Refton Church with Rev. Dale Allison 
officiating. Interment was in the Willow 
Street Mennonite Cemetery. 
Porter: Dana F. Porter, age 71, Mt . 
Holly Springs, Pa., died May 22, 1976. In 
addition to nis wife, he is survived by two 
sons; five daughters; four brothers; three 
sisters; 19 grandchildren; and 11 great-
grandchildren. The funeral service was 
held in the Gibson Funeral Home, Mt . 
Holly Springs, with Rev. Ernest Dohner 
officiating. Interment was in the Pleasant 
Hall Cemetery. 
Wenger: Daniel F. Wenger, born May 
14, 1900, in North Cornwell, died June 9, 
1976, in Annville, Pa. He was the son of 
David and Elizabeth Funk Wenger. He is 
survived by his wife, Ida Boyer Wenger; 
two sons: D. Ray and Rev. Eugene 
Wenger; and two daughters: Lois Herr and 
Mildred Reese. He is also survived by 11 
grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; 
a sister; and a brother. He was a member 
of the Fairland Brethren in Christ Church 
where he served 54 years as a Sunday 
school teacher and 26 years as a church 
trustee. The funeral service was conducted 
in the Fairland Church with Rev. John R. 
Yeatts officiating. Interment was in the 
adjoining cemetery. 
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Fire in the Mountains byE Momssider 
Reviewed by Daniel R. Chamberlain 
Fire in the Mountains is the report by Dr. E. Morris 
Sider of the Saxton area revivals in the mountains of Penn-
sylvania during the 1930's. The story is a dramatic and 
moving one. After he read the manuscript Bishop Byers 
exclaimed "(This) may well prove to be one of the most 
interesting and exciting books you have ever read." Bishop 
Ginder states it is " a captivating account of revivalism." 
This book is a timely reminder of the power and value of 
the story. Other revival books concentrate on analysis, 
prescriptions, formulas and propositions; like the book of 
Acts, Fire in the Mountains simply narrates God's mighty 
works. And this is what Dr. Sider aims to do. In his 
preface he states that "my intention has been to capture 
the feel of a revival movement . . . To achieve this end I 
have tried to see the revival through the eyes of the partici-
pants." Dr. Sider has kept this purpose and perspective 
clearly in mind and he has achieved his purpose. 
While this book has sequence and flow, it is essentially a 
collection of revival stories, told in a sensitive and respect-
ful way. Brethren in Christ readers will find Fire in the 
Mountains especially interesting because they know the 
author and so many of the main characters including the 
Finks, Ebersoles, Millers, Bouchs, Miss Lola Dixon and 
many more. This personal touch adds to the authenticity 
and value of the book because the reader recognizes that 
God is dealing with real people in powerful ways in 
Twentieth-Century America. 
Having the participants in this revival movement tell 
their own story gives the book strength and vitality. One 
never feels that the author is censoring or judging the 
events that he records and narrates. While the reader may 
sometimes feel a bit uncomfortable with some of the 
activities reported by the author, there is always the quiet 
confidence that he is being accurate in reporting what first-
hand witnesses experienced. 
Another long-term value of this narrative approach is 
that the material included in this book (as well as in the 
voluminous background information gathered to produce 
it) will serve as rich resource material for many future 
studies of this revival movement and of the people who 
participated in it. Future theologians, sociologists, his-
torians, and other churchmen can analyze these data with 
interest and profit. 
The conversion experiences narrated in this book make 
it clear that it was not a cheap and specious grace that was 
being dispensed. Rather, real people confessed real sins 
and experienced life-changing conversions. New birth was 
followed by restitution and new life. As one convert 
reported, " I was changed. I used to fuss, but the Lord took 
the fuss all out of me. My husband tried to quarrel with me 
but I told him, ' I 'm all through fussing.' I was a new per-
son after that experience." 
These stories also distinguish between what was norma-
tive and what was individual. Some converts shouted, 
some received quiet assurance; for some spiritual life came 
after a long struggle, for others it followed hearing the 
gospel for the first time. Some were healed, some were 
called to be preachers or exhorters. While there were many 
differences, all these converts soon recognized the need to 
be cleansed and Spirit filled. They understood in a beauti-
ful way that love was the essence of sanctification and that 
faith and surrender were its necessary prerequisites. 
Many miraculous healings are included in this book. 
Again, however, the priorities of these revivalists are clear. 
Salvation of the soul was more important than healing of 
the body. As Dr. Sider tells the story, an alcoholic epileptic 
came to the revival for healing. "But when he arrived at 
the hall, he found that the workers would not anoint and 
pray for him until he had been converted." This firm line 
led to conviction and conversion and immediately after-
wards he was anointed and the Lord healed him. While 
spiritual needs were always preeminent, physical needs 
also received attention. One new convert "did many good 
works in the community, bringing food and clothing to 
needy people, praying with the discouraged, and witness-
ing everywhere." 
This book will raise many questions for the thoughtful 
readers. For example: Could such a revival happen today? 
Could it happen in my congregation? If not, why not? 
Have we exchanged our total dependence on God and a 
simple faith that He will work, for a more sophisticated 
but less satisfying church program? Have we substituted 
impressive sermons and lofty intellectual understanding 
for the heartfelt and real experiences of conversion and 
sanctification? Fire in the Mountains provides no easy or 
systematic answer to these questions, it is a book that 
will inspire you, inform you, refresh you, make you think, 
and just maybe convict you. 
The great historian Thomas Carlyle once wrote, "I 
don't pretend to understand the universe. It's a great deal 
bigger than I am. People ought to be more modest." In 
this book Dr. Sider adopts a modest stance. He does not 
attempt to explain or rationalize God's working in these 
revivals. Instead, he records events for us to judge and in 
many cases the events judge us. 
